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Octobets Talks started witbneby Robin Williams our President, who withoutyenotes,
gave an extremely informative and amusing talk on the reioovat the Mellingriffith
Wheel, 50 years ago

It was a packa room and it was good to see duends from Penybryn Engineering in
attendance as they were instrumental in doing so much work for ukéoth@project a
success.

Also a special thanks to Robins neighbour for making the journey with Robin and hopefull
we have converted him into becoming a member.

On the 11th StellaEvans gave a fine talk abodsborne Houseyhich waswell attended
and recalledhappy memories for marof those present.

The18thsav Chris Johnsa guest speaker who gave us r@eriestingistory of thelife and
timesof an easternalley lad; one time Labour, one time Lib Dem MRBy Jenkins

The month ended with another guest speakéchard Clammemwho entertainea full
house revealing ho8udbrookhadgrown up as &enevolent contractor took on tunnel
building and then moved on to shiplolimg at Sudbrook and South Americahen the
tunnelling was completed.

At theMuseum the Saturdaynornings sdrted and finished with small numberswasitors
but it gaveus volunteersa chanceo puttheworld to right and alsthe contentsof the shed
(Mike tells mehereally enjoyedthe workout!). We did havea couple ohotablevisitors,
one from Philadelphia, vdse parents were from Risca, and on Printeraonstratioray,
Adrian and Richard found themselves talking to the grandstre&tarlingPress owner.

On Tuesday 22n@ctober the averagaumberof visitorsshot up andheaverageage

dropped like a stone age had a speal visit from WaunfawiPrimary SchoolA group

of 22 pupils, with 3 adts, walked from the school to the Museamdbeing lucky to miss

an early rainstormthey went away with some idea of what life was likéig e o0 16d e ©
andalthough theyvere less lucky on their return walk to stay dhgy wereprobablyglad

that they had school to attend and npith

John



Annual SocietyReqistration

. . Annual subs arowing in but one or twaare still outstanding
.... Szrawvact - so Alan has vacated the seat ready for anyone to call in and
3™ ~ pass on their annual subscriptions

What are you getting for your 60p per week?
8 months of Talks andmonths of Walks

Other dates for your diary

We are very pleased thatroPrinter friends Richard
and Adrianhave again agreed to give monthly
demonstrations
through this coming
yearHer e 6 s
dates for thdast 2
montts of thisyear.

16"
November;
14th December.

He r e 0 sto | fookpabkt week of one difie display buildings at the Black Country
Museum. | daresay everyone can recognise what this shows given the monthly
demonstrations that Richard and Adrian carry out at our Museum.




TALKS programme for Autumn 2024

Stella has done a great job with the guest speaker slots for our Autumn talks progmamme
thereds st i |-Christimasaperied spleasetcdnttiuepgogoass on the details of
any good spakers/talks you come acrosslso let's have some volunters, for
Members/Friends/Visitor talks, you don't have to fill an evening, even 15 minutes of
photos of something of particular interest that you came across on a trip somewhere
(especially if there is an industrial link).

Date Speaker Topic
08Nov Nicholas Cooke How the early railway age shaped the law
15-Nov Phil Jenkins 0Brandy Bottombé I|Is there
22-Nov Prof Martin Johnes Welsh Not : Educators and tiaglicisation of
Victorian Wales
29-Nov Stella EvangM) Discovery and Nimrod (the start of the Scott

Shackleton saga)

06-Dec Keith Anderson History of Vehicle Brands

13-Dec Chris Jones Jenkinid)  Lime kiln works
20-Dec (Members evening Christmas Social
27-Dec  Day-time Christmas Walkdetails thc)




Down the drain..yet agaih(or BBroadsopart 2)

Last mont hé

€ And so George Harris and his sons were left the ownership of Broad & Co. It might not
have been so had the master of the O0RO0mMms

Before we get to the Roman Emperor we shdwdll ook at Geor geds s

He wasborn to Ernestine Veronique Gener, aParsiandaughteroa o0t r avel | i r
j ewel |l er 6. She records in her jour nksd a
the serious political turmoil of her homeland.

She woulchoweverhave liked to have stayed and learntatsmldr e wasndt haj
her parents decisid ship heioff at age 20 to act as a governess to the chaplain of King
George Withouta wordof English,she showed great independence and moved imugar
positions inc Stowe House.

She was raised in Catholic hohséd, but developed Protestdrdliefs and when she moved
to London she joined the Strict Baptists.

It was here aMount Zion Chapein Dorset Squarthat she met Mr Edward Harris and they
latermarried in Paddington Green in 1842

Edward had left the family farm in Dorset to keedifferent way in life as aacpenter.
After their marriage she set up as a Tobacconist and he as ategrpeentually trading as
Edward Harris and Sons, Builders based in the Marylebone area.

George comes along as thefltrgbn in 1847 and he tos a skilful carpenter. However, like
his father before himrhe wants to see more of the world and at age 4 pdnients
reluctantlyagree that he be appiteced to a Mr Powell, whas master of th€Roman
Emperobis setting sail for New Zealand along with 15 other lads.

However Powell is unscrupulous and exploits the lads, so
much so, that they have to go tamagistrate on arrival in
New Zeaénd to attempt to get their money back, but the
magistrate awards thejust 12/, despite Powell having
taken a considerable sum from them.

George wrote homi | consider that th
A8 should be horsewhipped ftaking 150r more boys to sea

t then leaving them in the lurch after receiving £25 each for
jtaking charge of themo

He worked there for little over a year before shipping back
home on the barque 6Dona An
voyage the certificateaf i schar ge asmart ed
l ad and a good hel msmanod

George Harris 1847-1931

He was still not prepared to settle into the family business, nor any sthaged 20we
find him again in New Zealand, in search of gold. However as exciting as this sounded he



wasnot snddhaddéogetufnuolChristchur¢MZ), picking up work as a jobbing
carpenter.

Times were hard and he planned a return to London before heading off to try his hand in
America. Hehad arrived back iBritain aged 21 but never went on to America; he joined
the family business, running it with his elder brother Edward following their fathers early
retirement.

The 2 men had different temperaments mdasthatwhich prompted George to go into
partnership with Clement Broad in 1882.

After a couple of very successfiecades together both Clem@&nbadand George Harris
have &ns who are loking for a career anitlis that that led to the split that sees Gorge
Harris left to run Broad and Co in 1901

As mentioned previously the company had pressured the closurel@wiey Arms and
Christmas bonuses were subsequently given in kind after management consatered th
monetary bonuses were too easily slipping down the workers throats in the nearbyrJunctic
Arms. Thedirectors were always the ones to hand out these Christmas parcels personally.
practice which continued to the end.

They did look after theiseniorstafftoo, with the setting up dblocks of shares, and they
developed the practice of brimg individual workers before Board meetings to either
praise special efforts having been made of to admonish someone for poor performance!

They did provide medical care, and convalescence, and hospital visits were reported on a
Board level.

A Mission Hallwas provided but smoking was prohibited and gambling was seriously
frovnedupon f ol | owi ng a the ManagingdDe&ectors to take Wwhat@ver o
steps they may consider necessaryeée. to p

Their 4 legged enipyeeswere stricly looked after especially as they did all the land

transport in the early decades of th&20e nt ur yé. in 1901, [ das e |
a protection against infection from public water troughs each carman will be provided with
abucketandinstwit i ons t hat only water from stan

Also, workmenmay havenadChristmas day off bub Car men ar e di rect e
horses on 26and 27"'of December o

The horses were housed as in many parts of London at the time, on the firgfittiaitie
cars stored underneath.

This photo below of their South Wharf buildings advertises their other depots in Old
Jamaca Wharf, FinchleyRoad, West Drayton and Hayes.

This would have been after Broadbs depar
younger Harris directors to dispose of Southall brickworks, the Greenford Depot albng wit
their coal Depot in Paddington.

Theydid however purchastamaica Wharf in 1903 and acquired extensions at West
Draytonso thoughhiey never made lossestheir first decadeprofits were small and great
efforts were made to increase sales.



Amalgamation of smaller suppliers of cement into the Associated Portland Cement
Company and then another group forming the British Portland Cement Co. caused seriou:
pricing issues for Broads so they went into a business partnership with 2 similar sized
Builders Merchants. All three had suitable wharfage that couldriadéebornecement

from a cement works they acquired at CliffieHoo, near Gravesend
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An NLS map showinge Works aCliffe that nowadays haal been worked out, with the chalk and the clay pits
infilled with water they are now nature reserve lagoons.



Photo below shows the rotary kiln at Cliffe cement works

Things were not straightforward thoygs they sought to modernise the plant in 1912 by
employing the Rochesté&mngineeringCo. to install new equipment. Howeviris was
German plantompanyled by a German MD, who was interned at outbreak of war and it
w a s anil 1915 that the plant was commissioned.

Like many industries across Britain they had so many workmen doing military service that
they could only run the plant
intermittently.

Not only were things difficult

financially but Cliffe was a difficulty
location too. One manager recorded in
ol d avglled andle and a half
across the marshes with £350 odd in
gold and silver, on the route | had to
cross a plank spanning a 6ft dyke
slippery with mud i

Below, a Broads Cement Barge in the
Lower Pool, London



